
Page 1© 2018 Provenance Asset Group. All rights reserved.
This document is not an assertion or notice of patent infringement, and is not intended to identify a particular product or person.

Exemplary of:

Sharing Wi-Fi through Social Media
US 9,288,744 B2
Method and Apparatus for Sharing Connectivity Settings via Social Networks

US 9,288,744 B2
Method and Apparatus for Sharing Connectivity Settings via Social Networks

https://patents.google.com/patent/US9288744/en

https://patents.google.com/patent/US9288744/en


Page 2© 2018 Provenance Asset Group. All rights reserved.
This document is not an assertion or notice of patent infringement, and is not intended to identify a particular product or person.

Exemplary of:

Sharing Wi-Fi through Social Media
US 9,288,744 B2
Method and Apparatus for Sharing Connectivity Settings via Social Networks

1. A method comprising:

detecting one or more
connection parameters and 
associated data of at least one 
access point;

facilitating provision, via a 
processor, of the connection 
parameters and associated data 
for inclusion within at least one 
profile of a user, the profile is 
associated with one or more 
social network services 
identifying one or more 
previously established 
relationships among one or more 
determined friends of the user; 
and

enabling provision of the 
connection parameters and 
associated data to at least one of 
a device of the user or one or 
more devices of the friends.

Comment: 
It is possible for businesses to 
offer free Wi-Fi to their customers 
in exchange for ‘checking-in’ at the 
location using their social media 
account. 

At least the address of the access 
point must be shared with the 
social network when the user 
configures their router to use this 
service.
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1. A method comprising:

detecting one or more 
connection parameters and 
associated data of at least one 
access point;

facilitating provision, via a 
processor of the connection 
parameters and associated data 
for inclusion within at least one 
profile of a user, the profile is 
associated with one or more 
social network services 
identifying one or more 
previously established 
relationships among one or more 
determined friends of the user; 
and

enabling provision of the 
connection parameters and 
associated data to at least one of 
a device of the user or one or 
more devices of the friends.

Comment: Users request access 
to the Wi-Fi network and are 
redirected to a social network 
page. The user credentials are 
authenticated using OAuth 
which uses the social network’s 
own systems to verify a user. 
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1. A method comprising:

detecting one or more 
connection parameters and 
associated data of at least one 
access point;

facilitating provision, via a 
processor, of the connection 
parameters and associated data 
for inclusion within at least one 
profile of a user, the profile is 
associated with one or more 
social network services 
identifying one or more 
previously established 
relationships among one or more 
determined friends of the user; 
and

enabling provision of the 
connection parameters and 
associated data to at least one of 
a device of the user or one or 
more devices of the friends.

Comment: When the user has logged in 
using their own credentials, they are 
directed to the business’ profile page. 
Here they are prompted to check in to 
obtain access to the Wi-Fi network. 
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1. A method comprising:

detecting one or more 
connection parameters and 
associated data of at least one 
access point;

facilitating provision, via a 
processor, of the connection 
parameters and associated data 
for inclusion within at least one 
profile of a user, the profile is 
associated with one or more 
social network services 
identifying one or more 
previously established 
relationships among one or more 
determined friends of the user; 
and

enabling provision of the 
connection parameters and 
associated data to at least one of 
a device of the user or one or 
more devices of the friends.

Comment: Users may allow the social network to automatically check in if they have 
been there before. If this pre-established relationship is present then the user is 
automatically granted access. 
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1. A method comprising:

detecting one or more 
connection parameters and 
associated data of at least one 
access point;

facilitating provision, via a 
processor, of the connection 
parameters and associated data 
for inclusion within at least one 
profile of a user, the profile is 
associated with one or more 
social network services 
identifying one or more 
previously established 
relationships among one or more 
determined friends of the user; 
and

enabling provision of the 
connection parameters and 
associated data to at least one of 
a device of the user or one or 
more devices of the friends.

Comment: 
Once users have 
checked-in they are 
connected to the 
network and free to 
use the internet. 

In this case, 
customers are 
considered friends 
of the business. 


